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Together Achieving Educational Success 

Instilling the Love of Writing 

By:  Mrs. Amanda Kurtz, Assistant Principal 

Parents look forward to the day when they can see their child 

writing independently for the first time. It is a true joy, whether 

teacher or parent, to witness the blossoming of a child’s mind. 

Writing helps us in every area of our lives. It helps us become 

successful in school and later in our careers.  Instilling a love of 

writing in your child’s life is one of the best gifts you can give 

him/her.  Here are a few ideas: 

 
• Make Hide and Seek Books – Have your child color a different 

background (a playground, a classroom, etc.) on each page.  Then, 
have him/her draw objects to blend in with the scene (a hockey stick 
on the monkey bars, a pencil hidden in the teacher’s hair). At the 
bottom of each page, help your child stretch out the words as they list 
the hidden items.  Make a cover, hole-punch the pages, and tie them 
together.  If you put the pages of the book in sheet protectors, your 
child can use a dry erase marker to circle the hidden items.   

 
• How To Books – What is your youngster an expert on?  Perhaps he or 

she is good at jigsaw puzzles or a whiz at basketball.  Give your child a 
long strip of poster board to fold like an accordion – forward and 
backward.  Help them write directions (one step per panel) for putting 
together a puzzle or shooting a basketball and illustrate each step.   

 
• Encourage Writing for Everyday Activities – Show your child how you 

use writing in your everyday life by allowing your child to help you 
make the grocery list, keep a white board in the kitchen where you can 
write important reminders, or have your child write a phone message 
when someone calls.   

 
When your child makes a book, add some fun to personalize it! 
 
• Summary – On the back cover, help your child write a short summary 

about the story.  Tell your child about how a summary helps people 
decide if they are interested in reading the book. 

  
• About the Author – Have your child write a page with facts about 

themselves on the inside cover of their book. 
 
• Endpapers – Some books have decorative “wallpaper” inside the front 

and back cover of the book.  Use old wrapping paper or wallpaper to 
help your child add endpapers to their book. 

 
Have fun discovering with your child!  The imaginations and 

accomplishments of even our youngest learners are impressive.  

You’ll have two treasures from one activity—the memory of 

completing the project and your child’s masterpiece. 

It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or 
employment as required by Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI.  Please direct questions about tnot to discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap, race and national origin in its educational 

and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI.  Please direct questions about this policy to Cathy Harlow, Superintendent of Schools, 
at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123. 
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Second Grade Buddies 

—by  Mrs. Sharbaugh 

At Tyrone Elementary, 

second graders love learn-

ing with their K4 buddies! 

This month our second 

grade classes paired up 

with their K4 buddies to 

create heart structures 

out of strips of colored pa-

per.  We had several chal-

lenges including 

the tallest, widest, 

and most creative 

heart struc-

tures.  We had a 

lot of fun with the 

challenges and 

had a great time 

celebrating Valen-

tine’s Day with our buddies.  Be 

sure to check out the pictures of the neat designs the 

partnerships created. 

It’s Fun Learning in Kindergarten 
Submitted by Mrs. Treese 

Kindergarten has been very busy this month! We 
started off very optimistic thinking Punxsutawney 
Phil would help deliver an early spring, but so far 
he has NOT delivered on his prediction! We 
predicted our own guesses and most of the kids 
guessed an early spring as well! Fingers crossed!  

We also celebrated Valentine’s Day with lots of 
activities along with a class party. The kids 
enjoyed using their new skills of reading their 
friends names on each Valentine and putting 
them in the correct bag. They had so much fun 
working on a hidden Valentine word activity too! 
Parent volunteers came in to help and had a 
wonderful time! We are so very grateful for their 
help of time and donations!  

 

A HUGE thank you 

to the Book Fair 

volunteers, 

parents, and 

teachers for being 

so flexible with 

changes in 

scheduling due to 

weather. 
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Cures for Cabin Fever—by Ms. Conlon, Preschool 

Since Mother Nature has been handing us snowstorm after snow-

storm, we hear many families are feeling the effects of cabin fever 

and need some ideas to keep children occupied while everyone is 

snowed-in.  In case Punxsutawney Phil was off on his prediction, 

here are some quick and easy activities you can do with your chil-

dren to keep them occupied, all while keeping their bellies full and 

their minds active.   

Fruit Loop Candy Necklaces – All you need is string and a box of 

Fruit Loops.  Help children build fine motor skills by lacing pieces of Fruit Loops through the 

string.  Adults can tie the string off at the end, making sure the necklace is long enough to 

wear.  Children can wear the necklaces throughout the day and snack when they get hungry.  

Make it educational by creating and extending patterns on the necklaces. 

Bear Bread/Toast – For an un”bear”ably yummy snack, you will need a slice of bread, raisins, a 

topping of your choice, and a banana.  Take your piece of bread or toast and spread your favor-

ite topping.  Then, slice pieces of a banana.  Use two slices of the banana to make ears at the 

top corners of the bread.  Use a full slice of the banana for the snout.  Place two raisins on the 

bread for eyes and another on the banana snout for the nose.  Children can practice receptive 

language skills by following your directions. Enjoy!  

Afterschool Daycare —By Mrs. Butina 

 
Many exciting things are happening in 
Tyrone School District’s Preschool K3 and K4 
afterschool daycare this month! In lieu of Valentine's 
Day, students are being immersed in the theme of 
friendship and love.  As usual, the boys and girls enter 
the classroom and are separated into rotating groups.  
From there, some participate in activities that are 
underway in the gym.  The others stay in the 
classroom to participate in a craft, music and 
movement, free choice play or a movie—currently it 
is “Be My Valentine, Charlie Brown”.  They are singing 
many songs such as “Bingo” but replaced with word 
“Heart” and “The More We Get Together” and 
“Skidamarink-I Love You”.  Craft projects are being 
done weekly revolving around friendship and love.  If 
you’re in the building, please stop by the wall outside 
our classroom to see what the children are creating! 



Who’s Your Champion? 

—submitted by Mrs. Nadolsky, 4th Grade Teacher 

 Independent time during Guided Reading has been used differently in every class, but 
with one common goal in mind, we’ve decided to join forces to create our own March Mad-
ness tournament. With the PSSA season approaching, the fourth grade team is preparing dai-
ly by taking on past NCAA championship basketball teams! One of the most exciting parts is 
watching a One Shining Moment video to reveal who it is we’ll be going up against that week. 
Groups of students joined together and came up with their own clever team name, along 

with individual 
usernames, to face off 
against these prior 
champions each week. 
Each person on each 
team gets an opportuni-
ty to earn points in a va-
riety of ways. These in-
clude, attendance, accu-
racy, effort, and team-
work. The goal is to out-
score the champion’s 
winning point total from 

the selected year. We faced off against the Kansas Jayhawks from 2008, who scored 75 points. 
Many teams were able to surpass this score and others were very close. While PSSA’s can be 
stressful, this activity has allowed us to take a positive and exciting approach to review eligible 
content. More than learning, working together and being held accountable within your team 
is what is proving to make this even more worthwhile! 

Are you the parent of a finicky eater?   

Heated arguments and high drama over peas and carrots are no fun. Neither is 
throwing away perfectly good food your child refuses to eat.  But you can take 
consolation in two facts: You’re not alone, and it won’t last forever. Lots of kids 
are finicky eaters, and most of them grow up to enjoy a wide variety of foods. 
In the meantime, however, try things to make meals less of a struggle.  Experts 
offer these tips: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[excerpt taken from Penn State PRO Wellness article — see more at: 

• Relax  • Provide lots of good choices 

• Choose your battles • Try and try again 

• Be a good role model • Get kids involved 

• Create a mood • Switch gears 

• Don't give up  



First Grade Inventors 

—by Mrs. Lauder 

First Grade has been busy learning 
about inventors and various famous 
inventions. Students built paper air-
planes and tested how far they could 
fly them, learned about the invention of 
the telephone and how it has evolved 
into a hand-held smartphone, studied 
Steve Jobs and entrepreneurship, 
learned about who invented the stop 
light, the assembly line and much 
more! The students even went through 
their own assembly line as a class to 
make a paper car. They learned the 
importance of hard work, doing things 
correctly, and in a timely manner to en-
sure the assembly line ran smoothly. 
Students also worked in partners to 
research an inventor and write a small 
book about their inventor. The unit cul-
minated with an inventor’s workshop 
where students decided on a real-
world problem they had, planned, re-
vised and created an invention to at-
tempt to solve their problem. They had 
a blast creating their inventions, some 
were a safety cage for a dog, a vend-
ing machine, and a tv stand that al-
lowed multiple kids to play different vid-
eo games at a time. We enjoyed see-
ing their ideas come to life and their 
excitement and creativity throughout 
the invention process.  

Recorder Karate 
~Submitted by Debbie Estright, Elementary Music Teacher 

Students in 4th grade are learning to play the recorder!  
Lots of excitement and anticipation preclude this time of 
the year in music class. Students are learning about mu-
sic notation, counting rhythms, and performing on the 
recorder accurately and independently, alone and in 
small and large ensembles.  One way we motivate the 
students to do their very best is with a program called 
Recorder Karate.  Recorder Karate follows the same 
basic principles of karate.  As students learn new skills 
they “test” those skills and earn a belt for playing a par-
ticular song with perfection or very few mistakes.  Stu-
dents are very motivated by this and enjoy earning the 
various col-
ored “belts” 
that are tied 
to the bell of 
their record-
er.  Often 
when stu-
dents walk 
into class 

they will ask “Are we testing for our green belt 
today?”  Recorder Karate encourages the stu-
dents and gives them a goal to work towards 

as they learn a new instrument.   

10 Reasons to get involved with the PTO 
(adapted from PTOtoday): 

 

1. Your child benefits 

2. We make a difference 

3. Limited time commitment 

4. We have fun! 

5. Neighbors/parents sharing the same concerns for our children 

6. Help is always needed! 

7. People take on tasks that match their skills and interests 

8. We are welcoming and work towards a common goal 

9. Parent involvement  and connecting to the school community 
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Check it Out!  Storyline Online 

Children’s Literacy Website 

By Mrs. Wagner, TAES Reading Specialist 

Some of the listening centers at TAES have been 

utilizing an award-winning children’s literacy website 

called Storyline Online.  But this website is also free 

to access to anyone.  The website 

(storylineonline.net) has also recently been released in an app version and is available to download 

on both IOS and Android devices.  Completely free of charge due to the work of the SAG-AFTRA 

Foundation, this app/website allows the viewer to stream videos 

featuring celebrated actors and actresses reading popular children’s 

books alongside the book’s illustrations.    The collection of book 

continues to expand and includes monthly recommendations 

organized by themes, holidays and seasons.  There is also a search 

function so you can try to find some of your favorite titles.   Some of 

the celebrity readers that have filmed readings of these books 

include Chris Pine, Lily Tomlin, Kevin Costner, Sarah Silverman, Allison Janney, James Earl Jones and 

Betty White.    

When a child is read aloud to not only does this help to instill a love for books and reading, but it 

also helps develop critical reading skills, writing and communication skills, logical thinking, 

concentration and general academic aptitude.   

Here is what some TAES 3rd graders had to say about the Storyline Online 

App: 

“My favorite thing is that there are celebrities reading it.  I 

recommend people check out Storyline because I like the 

book, Catching the Moon the best.”  - G.T. 

“I recommend you read Arnie the Donut because Arnie acts 

like and animal and because everyone loves donuts!  I also 

love That’s My Monster because it is so funny and the boy’s 

monster likes to scare other people.” – E.T. 

 

“My favorite book is Arnie the Donut.  I like it 

that someone is reading the book to me.”  - T.L. 

“The Case of the Missing Carrot is the bests 

because it has a rabbit with a mystery and she is 

Did You Know? 

March is National Reading Month!  The Reading Is Fun-

damental (RIF) organization is encouraging kids to col-

lectively read one million books!  See how many books 

your child can read during the month and help to in-

spire a passion for reading among all children! 




